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Fishing in numbers
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Fishing in numbers

58 million capture 
and aquaculture 
38 million people 
work in capture 
fisheries

40 % of the global fish 
production enters in 
international trade

Annual fatality rate in 
the fishing sector to 
80 lives lost per 
100 000 fishers

All types of fishing vessels: 
4.1 million Fishing vessels of 24 m and above: 

67 800 

Source: FAO, ILO
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2012 Cape Town Agreement

Cape Town Agreement of 2012 on the 
Implementation of the Provisions of the 1993 Protocol
relating to the Torremolinos International Convention
for the Safety of Fishing Vessels, 1977

2012 Not yet in force

23 Mandatory
Fishing vessels of 24 meters in length and over
EEZ, common fishing zones and high seas

2018 edition

Available, Member States can decide

Available, 5 to 10 years

Fish processing; sport or recreation; research and training; 
fish carriers
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Provides standards for fishing vessels on:

Purpose:

 Protect the safety of crew and observers

 Provide a level playing field for the industry by inspections

2012 Cape Town Agreement
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What is covered:
 Stability and associated seaworthiness

 Machinery and electrical installations

 Life-saving appliances

 Fire protection

 Radio-communications

 Vessel construction

 Navigational equipment

 Emergency procedures

2012 Cape Town Agreement
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Major benefits
 Safety of fishing vessels and fishers

 Protection of the marine environment

 Inspection of fishing vessels

 Port/Flag State control

 Harmonization of international regulations

 Protection, conservation and management of oceans and 
fisheries

 Transparency in fisheries, suppressing IUU fishing and
     forced labour activities

2012 Cape Town Agreement
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What we expect after the entry into force:
 Global safety standards for fishing vessels

 Robust tool to ensure the safety of crew and observers

 Fishing operations are conducted safely, legally, transparently

 Less occupation for SAR assets

 Flag State and Port State inspections to monitor:
 Safety of the vessel 
 Fishing operations against IUU fishing 
 Living conditions of the fishers
 Competencies of the fishers
 Protection of marine environment

2012 Cape Town Agreement
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Background and History

Evolution of the Agreement

1977 Torremolinos International Convention 
for the Safety of Fishing Vessels, 1977

1993 Torremolinos Protocol

2012 Cape Town Agreement of 2012 on the Implementation 
of the Provisions of the 1993 Protocol relating to the 
Torremolinos International Convention for the Safety 
of Fishing Vessels, 1977
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Background and History

 Entry into force requirements eased

Gross tonnage equivalency provision 
for ease of application when using 
length related provisions

 Progressive implementation 

 Exemption provisions expanded to 
include vessels fishing in a common 
fishing zone or an exclusive 
economic zone

 Technical modifications on fire 
safety, life-saving appliances and 
radio communications

From the 93 Protocol to the 2012 Agreement
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Ratifying States of the 2012 Cape Town Agreement
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 Belgium

 Belize

 Cook Islands

 Congo 

 Croatia

 Denmark *

 Finland

 France *

 Germany *

 Iceland *

 Japan

 Kenya

 Namibia

 Netherlands *

 New Zealand

 Nicaragua

 Norway *

 Peru

 Portugal

 Saint Kitts and Nevis*

 Sao Tome Principe

 South Africa

 Spain*
* Also Contracting States to the 1993 Torremolinos Protocol  

Background and History
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Entry-into-force criteria: 22 ratifications, aggregating 3,600 fishing 
vessels of 24 m and over operating on the high seas

2012 Cape Town Agreement
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Ratifications No. of fishing vessels ≥ 24 m

Source: Information provided by the States and by Lloyd’s Register/Fairplay
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• To establish a Correspondence Group;

• Develop an Arctic Shipping Status Report (ASSR) on fishing vessel activities in the Arctic 

with its project co-leads;

• Develop a Summary Report that includes the findings from the ASSR Report, and 

highlights the provisions of the Cape Town Agreement for the Safety of Fishing Vessels, 

that includes:

• Information on challenges Arctic States or Observer States may have had in 

ratifying the Agreement;

• Information on national legislation that may be considered to cover wholly or 

partially the Agreement; and

• An overview of such challenges and national legislative information with 

suggestions for a way forward.

• The summary report will be presented to PAME for consideration.

• Convene an online webinar for PAME Members and interested Arctic Council Working 

Groups where States share their experience, and challenges that may have been 

identified.

PROJECT ACTIVITIES
PAME CTA PROJECT

RAISING 
AWARENESS OF 
THE 2012 CAPE 

TOWN 
AGREEMENT IN 

THE ARCTIC 
COUNCIL



ARCTIC COUNCIL 
AND CTA

MEMBER STATES

Arctic Council Member 
States

CTA STATUS

Canada
Finland Ratified
Iceland Ratified
Kingdom of Denmark
 - Denmark
 - Greenland
 - Faroe Islands

Ratified

Submitted vessels
Norway Ratified
Sweden
Russian Federation
United States



ARCTIC COUNCIL 
AND CTA

OBSERVER 
STATES

Arctic Council Observers 
States

CTA Status

France Ratified
Germany Ratified
Italy
Japan Ratified
The Netherlands Ratified
People’s Republic of China
Poland
Republic of India
Republic of Korea
Republic of Singapore
Spain Ratified
Switzerland
United Kingdom



TEMPLATE FOR 
CTA ARCTIC 

COUNCIL 
PROJECT





INTERIM GUIDANCE 
TO ASSIST IN 

IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE CAPE TOWN 
AGREEMENT OF 

2012
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

www.imo.org
fvs@imo.org
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Fatalities at sea: Iceland (1971-2024)
Safety Investigation Authority, SIA-Iceland.
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